that the portion of the germ-cell or ovum which takes the main part in the formation of the foetus or offspring is the nucleus. It is to the union of the nucleus of the sperm-cell with that of the germ-cell that the development of the foetus is due, the two nuclei (male and female respectively) contributing equal shares, in the material sense, to the process.
The nuclear material which thus constitutes the vehicle of transmission of hereditary qualities to the foetus from both parents, is itself an organised and complex structure, into whose composition there enter probably many millions of molecules of multiform character, and which singly or in groups take part in the development of every portion of the foetus. 
